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x bar Ne Ban named the boy. 

A! 7 aan eae A very wonderful feast was served. The people 

1G couldn't remember such a great event in their 

7 )P 

P A Boy frol nN ABs) if lives as was this year. It was the sixth year after 

i) the “Year of the Elephant”. So Uthman was six 

Or years younger than the Prophet Muhammad, 

% may Allah bless him and grant him peace. The 


ns of torches were lit in one of the 

most beautiful houses in Ta’iif as if it 

was having a celebration. In a spacious 

room, Affan, the owner of the house sat 

on a silk cushion waiting patiently for 
the happy news to come from the opposite room 
where his wife Arwah was delivering her baby 
that night. As Arwah was suffering the pains of 
delivery a group of women were encouraging her 
to be patient by saying that she would have a 
wonderful baby, as rich as his father. 

In the corner of the room there was a woman 
called Sa’dah bint Kareez. She was Arwah’s aunt. 
& Sa’dah was reading the future. She said that her 
i heart told her that this baby would have a great 
@) future and would be famous. Arwah shouted 
(s)) loudly and the baby took his way into life. The 
i old woman who helped her with her delivery said, 
“It's a boy!” and asked the women to inform Affan 
ey) of this good news. The news reached him very 
Pa quickly and he was very happy, for often fathers 
©) want very much to have a boy. Affan ordered his 
My servants to slaughter sheep and cook food. He 

invited his neighbours to come and celebrate 
: with them the birth of Uthman, as his father 
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Prophet, may Allah bless him and grant him 
peace, had been partly orphaned when his father 
died before he was born. When he was very little 
his mother Aminah had died too. He had been 
very poor, working as a shepherd in the desert. 
Uthman had been living well on the fortune of his 
father who was a rich merchant. They were rela- 
tives, for Uthman’s grandmother was the Proph- 
et’s aunt. Uthman was brought up in a very rich 
house wearing the best clothes and eating tasty 
food. He was modest and generous unlike others 
living in the desert. He was brown and hand- 
some. His father was an honoured man from 
Bani Umayyah. His mother too was an honoured 
woman, and she was from Bani Rabi’ah. 
His father took Uthman with him on his jour- 
neys of trade. So he saw many countries and 
knew much about their cultures, religions and 
traditions. He was well educated. On one of his 
journeys, his father died. His mother married 
again, to a man called Uqbah ibn Mu’ayt, but 
Uthman did not like that. However his success as 
a merchant made up for that grief. Then he went 
to live in Makkah and there he made a friendship 
with one of its most respected merchants, Abu 
Bakr ibn Abi Quhafah. Uthman had a handsome 
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face and he was thin, and of medium height. As 
he came from the tribe called Bani Umayyah he 
was most respected and honoured. He was well 
known for his courtesy and for his modesty. He 
would fulfil his promise whatever it cost him. 

When Uthman was over thirty, Muhammad, 
may Allah bless him and grant him peace, re- 
ceived the message from Allah. So he started to 
call some of the people to Allah secretly. Among 
them were his wife Khadijah, his cousin Ali, who 
was still a boy, and his friend Abu Bakr, who was 
the most active in calling people to believe the 
Prophet Muhammad, may Allah bless him and 
grant him peace. 

Uthman didn’t know yet that the Prophet had 
been sent by Allah. One day, Uthman heard that 
Rugayyah the daughter of the Prophet had be- 
come engaged to Utbah ibn Abi Lahab, who was 
a cousin of the Prophet. Uthman felt sad because 
he wanted to marry her. When Uthman met Abu 
Bakr, he told him about his feelings towards 
Rugayyah. Abu Bakr found that this was a good 
opportunity to tell him about something more 
important: 

“Uthman, you are an intelligent man. Why 
should you worship idols which cannot even hear 
or see?” asked Abu Bakr. 

“Yes, they are as you say,” replied Uthman. 

“Muhammad ibn Abdullah has been sent to us 
as a Prophet by Allah,” Abu Bakr told him, and 
then he told him the whole story of the revelation. 

Uthman agreed to go with him to the Prophet's 
house. When they met the Messenger of Allah, 
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Muhammad, may Allah bless him and grant him \C g 
peace, he asked Uthman to declare his Islam by ( (a 
repeating the shahadah, and he did. Then he told A 
the Prophet about what his aunt had said when (9 
he was born. He told him that he himself had (( %) 
heard a voice telling him that there would be a Ss 
prophet sent to this nation. On the same day as (% 
Uthman declared his Islam, Talha ibn Ubaidillah a 
had become a Muslim as well. 1c 


The news of Uthman’s Islam spread so quickly. 
It was something that people thought impossible 
p because there was hostility between his tribe of 


ne Bani Umayyah and the Prophet’s tribe of Bani 

oS Hashim. This hostility grew after the Prophet, 

&) may Allah bless him and grant him peace, was 
ny sent. 

y The news provoked his uncle, al-Hakam, who 
f) asked to see Uthman. He wanted to be sure 

yO about what he had heard. Uthman assured him 

& that the news was true. He refused to go back to 
‘Y) what he had been worshipping. His uncle was 
ye known for his rudeness and short temper. He 

| & began to torture him. Although Uthman was 

dy) delicate, he was sincere about his Islam and he 
y wasn't afraid of declaring it publicly. He endured 
v everything just for the sake of Allah. His uncle 


| p) gave up when he found that he couldn't divert 
or him from his Islam. 

) So al-Hakam promised to take revenge on the 
y S Prophet, may Allah bless him and grant him 

Ae peace. Al-Hakam made fun of the Prophet, may 
5 Allah bless him and grant him peace, when he | 
was walking. He imitated him. One day as he was 
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v doing those silly things, the Prophet, may Allah 
bless him and grant him peace, looked at him 

OF from his blessed eyes, and al-Hakam became 

Y paralysed. He remained like that for the rest of 
his life. Al-Hakam was not the only one who 
treated the Prophet badly. There was also Uqbah 
ibn Mu’ayt, the husband of Uthman’s mother. He 
) was even worse than al-Hakam. Uqbah went to 
his wife and told her that her son had declared 

) his Islam. The mother said happily, “Who could 
not believe in Muhammad?” She said that she 
was ready to sacrifice everything for the Prophet, 
may Allah bless him and grant him peace. Uqbah 
nevertheless continued to hurt the Prophet, may 
Allah bless him and grant him peace. He waited 
2% for him to begin his prayer and then he would 

* throw rubbish on him. 


Cn NOs ye: On SK BO 


Whe GP} ASO F w- 9-7} HORROR S90? SILKS. QOS Ae 
@)y- 

Yds 

V8) 

os 

Uthman as a Companion 


we 
YORE TSA 


of the Prophet 


ae 


_ 


CEDIA 


ey 
+) e Prophet Muhammad, may Allah 
Yo bless him andérant him peace, loved 
ie) Uthman. He : igreed 6 marry his 
‘ 9) “daighter after she was divorced from 
Dm) her husband "andsbefore she entered 


his house. Uthman Neil MELEE weep he 


was reve 
things w 


bless wen and etn Rn st ordered many of 
the Muslims to emigrate to Abyssinia. Uthman 
and Rugayyah were among them. Uthman was 
the first of the emigrants, the Muhajirun, be- 
cause he was sensitive. He didn’t like the treat- 
ment the Quraysh gave to Muslims like Bilal ibn 
Rabah al-Habashi and Amir ibn Yasir and Amir’s 
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doing those silly things, the Prophet, may Allah 
bless him and grant him peace, looked at him 
from his blessed eyes, and al-Hakam became 
paralysed. He remained like that for the rest of 
his life. Al-Hakam was not the only one who 
treated the Prophet badly. There was also Uqbah 
ibn Mu’ayt, the husband of Uthman’s mother. He 
was even worse than al-Hakam. Uqbah went to 
his wife and told her that her son had declared 
his Islam. The mother said happily, “Who could 
not believe in Muhammad?” She said that she 
was ready to sacrifice everything for the Prophet, 
may Allah bless him and grant him peace. Uqbah 
nevertheless continued to hurt the Prophet, may 
Allah bless him and grant him peace. He waited 
for him to begin his prayer and then he would 
throw rubbish on him. 
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Bi rophet:Mu! ,ammad=may Allah 
bless him and grant hin peace, ordered many of 
the Muslims to emigrate to Abyssinia. Uthman 
and Ruqayyah were among them. Uthman was 
the first of the emigrants, the Muhajirun, be- 
cause he was sensitive. He didn’t like the treat- 
ment the Quraysh gave to Muslims like Bilal ibn 
Rabah al-Habashi and Amir ibn Yasir and Amir’s 
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mother and father. He was perhaps also anxious 

that their hostility should hurt his wife. So he 

preferred to emigrate with the other Muhajirun to 
Abyssinia. 

Uthman stayed in Abyssinia and the Prophet, 
may Allah bless him and grant him peace, kept 
track of the news of Uthman and his wife. One 
day a woman told him that she saw Rugayyah 
riding a camel with Uthman leading it. The Pro- 
phet, may Allah bless him and grant him peace, 
was touched by the kindness of Uthman. He said 
that was too much for his daughter. He also said 
that Uthman was first man to emigrate for the 
sake of Allah since Ibrahim, peace be upon him. 

Uthman stayed in Abyssinia until the Muslims 
in Makkah became stronger. When the Makkan / 
Muslims emigrated to Madinah so did he. When > 
the Prophet, may Allah bless him and grant him 
peace, was planning the houses of the Muhajirun 

he decided that Uthman’s house should be oppo- 
site to his because he liked to talk to him so 
much. 

When Uthman had settled in Madinah, he 
continued hislife as a merchant. His trading 
allowed him to lead a comfortable life. As in 
Makkah, however, Uthman spent a lot of his life 
to help in calling people to Allah. One day, a Jew, 
who owned a well, was selling water to the Mus- 
lims for a high price. The Prophet, may Allah 
bless him and grant him peace, said that if any 
Muslim bought that well and granted it to the So 
Muslims, then Allah would reward him with a yl 
drink from Paradise. Uthman hurried to buy the h(( 
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well, but the Jew refused to sell the whole well. 
He agreed to sell half of the well to Uthman for 
12,000 dirhams. The agreement was that Uth- 
man owned the well for one day, and the Jew did 
the next day, and so on. When the day for Uth- 
man was due the Muslims drank and took what 
they needed for the next day as well. The Jew 
realised that Uthman had tricked him, so he 
decided to sell the other half of the well to him. 
Uthman agreed to buy it but for a lower price 
than the first half. 

In the second year of the Hijrah a great and 
important battle took place between the Muslims 
and Quraysh — Badr. Uthman didn’t take part in 
Badr because he had to stay with his wife 
Ruqayyah who was very sick. The Prophet, may 
Allah bless him and grant him peace, allowed 
him to stay and take care of her. Unfortunately 
his wife died and she was buried on the same 
day that the news came of the Muslim victory. 

The Prophet Muhammad, may Allah bless him 
and grant him peace, must have felt great sorrow 
for the death of his daughter. He gave Uthman a 
share from the booty of Badr just as if he had 
been fighting there as a warrior. He regarded him 
as a Badri, as one of the people of that great 
battle. Then the Prophet, may Allah bless him 
and grant him peace, agreed that Uthman could 
marry another daughter, Umm Kulthum. The 
Muslims have ever since called him Dhu’n- 
Nurayn, the “Owner of the Two Lights”, because 
he was the only human being ever to marry two 
daughters of a prophet. 
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mother and father. He was perhaps also anxious 

that their hostility should hurt his wife. So he 

preferred to emigrate with the other Muhajirun to 
Abyssinia. 

Uthman stayed in Abyssinia and the Prophet, 
may Allah bless him and grant him peace, kept 
track of the news of Uthman and his wife. One 
day a woman told him that she saw Ruqayyah 
riding a camel with Uthman leading it. The Pro- 
phet, may Allah bless him and grant him peace, 
was touched by the kindness of Uthman. He said 
that was too much for his daughter. He also said ) 
that Uthman was first man to emigrate for the 
sake of Allah since Ibrahim, peace be upon him. 

Uthman stayed in Abyssinia until the Muslims 
in Makkah became stronger. When the Makkan ¢ 
Muslims emigrated to Madinah so did he. When > 
the Prophet, may Allah bless him and grant him 
peace, was planning the houses of the Muhajirun 
he decided that Uthman’s house should be oppo- 
site to his because he liked to talk to him so 
much. 

When Uthman had settled in Madinah, he 
continued hislife as a merchant. His trading 
allowed him to lead a comfortable life. As in 
Makkah, however, Uthman spent a lot of his life 
Y to help in calling people to Allah. One day, a Jew, 
who owned a well, was selling water to the Mus- 
, lims for a high price. The Prophet, may Allah 
: bless him and grant him peace, said that if any 

Muslim bought that well and granted it to the Se 
G Muslims, then Allah would reward him with a ( 
) drink from Paradise. Uthman hurried to buy the 
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well, but the Jew refused to sell the whole well. 
He agreed to sell half of the well to Uthman for 
12,000 dirhams. The agreement was that Uth- 
man owned the well for one day, and the Jew did 
the next day, and so on. When the day for Uth- 
man was due the Muslims drank and took what 
they needed for the next day as well. The Jew 
realised that Uthman had tricked him, so he 
decided to sell the other half of the well to him. 
Uthman agreed to buy it but for a lower price 
than the first half. 

In the second year of the Hijrah a great and 
important battle took place between the Muslims 
and Quraysh — Badr. Uthman didn’t take part in 
Badr because he had to stay with his wife 
Rugayyah who was very sick. The Prophet, may 
Allah bless him and grant him peace, allowed 
him to stay and take care of her. Unfortunately 
his wife died and she was buried on the same 
day that the news came of the Muslim victory. 

The Prophet Muhammad, may Allah bless him 
and grant him peace, must have felt great sorrow 
for the death of his daughter. He gave Uthman a 
share from the booty of Badr just as if he had 
been fighting there as a warrior. He regarded him 

as a Badri, as one of the people of that great 
battle. Then the Prophet, may Allah bless him 
and grant him peace, agreed that Uthman could 
marry another daughter, Umm Kulthum. The 
Muslims have ever since called him Dhu’n- 
Nurayn, the “Owner of the Two Lights”, because 
he was the only human being ever to marry two 


Uthman ibn Affan : 
Uthman took his role as a fighter in the way of \ 
Allah against the unbelievers, such as in the 
battle of Uhud. In that battle the Muslims had i 
won, but then they stopped to gather up the i 
booty. Khalid ibn al-Walid, who wasn’t yet a Mus- 
lim, let his warriors round behind them and tried | 
to finish the Muslims off. As the story spread f 
that the Prophet, may Allah bless him and grant f 
him peace, was dead, then most of the Muslims 
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fled. Uthman was among them. But the moment 
they knew that the Prophet, may Allah bless him 
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PY on right back into the battle and carried on fighting. 

&) at Allah forgave them. He says: 

Loe “Those of you who turned back on the day 
the two hosts met, it was Shaytan who 
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caused them to slip because of some 

(wrong) that they had done. But Allah has | 

blotted out (their mistake). Truly, Allah is 

Oft-Forgiving, Most Forbearing.” 

Uthman was not a talented warrior like Ali ibn 
Abi Talib, or Hamzah ibn Abd al-Muttalib or az- 
Zubayr ibn al-Awwam. He was only an average 
fighter but he didn’t miss a battle. 

In the sixth year after the Hijrah the Prophet 
Muhammad, may Allah bless him and grant him 
peace, went with three hundred Muslims to per- 
form the Umrah in Makkah. He went peacefully, 
not prepared for war. When Quraysh learnt this, 
they swore by their gods that the Prophet, may 
Allah bless him and grant him peace, and his 
companions wold not enter Makkah. Some of 
their men went out to meet them at a place called 
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Uthman took his role as a fighter in the way of 
Allah against the unbelievers, such as in the | 
battle of Uhud. In that battle the Muslims had | 
won, but then they stopped to gather up the 
booty. Khalid ibn al-Walid, who wasn't yet a Mus- | 
lim, let his warriors round behind them and tried 
to finish the Muslims off. As the story spread 
that the Prophet, may Allah bless him and grant 
him peace, was dead, then most of the Muslims 
fled. Uthman was among them. But the moment 
they knew that the Prophet, may Allah bless him 
and grant him peace, was still alive they came 
right back into the battle and carried on fighting. 
Allah forgave them. He says: 

“Those of you who turned back on the day 

the two hosts met, it was Shaytan who 

caused them to slip because of some 

(wrong) that they had done. But Allah has 

blotted out (their mistake). Truly, Allah is 

Oft-Forgiving, Most Forbearing.” 

Uthman was not a talented warrior like Ali ibn 
Abi Talib, or Hamzah ibn Abd al-Muttalib or az- 
Zubayr ibn al-Awwam. He was only an average 
fighter but he didn’t miss a battle. 

In the sixth year after the Hijrah the Prophet 
Muhammad, may Allah bless him and grant him 
peace, went with three hundred Muslims to per- 
form the Umrah in Makkah. He went peacefully, 
not prepared for war. When Quraysh learnt this, 
they swore by their gods that the Prophet, may 
Allah bless him and grant him peace, and his 
companions wold not enter Makkah. Some of 
¢ their men went out to meet them at a place called 
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Hudaybiyah. The Prophet Muhammad, may Allah 
bless him and grant him peace, saw them com- 
ing. He decided to send Umar as his spokesman. 
Umar said that he would rather not go as he was 
from the small and unimportant tribe of Bani Adi 
who would not be able to support him if Quraysh 
decided to kill him. He suggested to the Prophet, 
may Allah bless him and grant him peace, that 
he send Uthman. Uthman was from a very great 
and respected tribe called Bani Umayyah. 

Uthman was the messenger from the Prophet 
to Quraysh. He tried to persuade them to change 
their minds and let the Muslims visit the 
Ka’abah. He said that they had only come for 
that and not for fighting. Quraysh didn’t accept 
that. 

Meanwhile the Muslims began to worry be- 
cause Uthman had been away a long time. Then 
the story was spread that Uthman was mur- 
dered. The Prophet asked them were they ready 
to fight Quraysh even though they were so few 
and had so few weapons. The Muslims agreed to 
fight until they were dead. As they made ready to 
fight, Uthman appeared with the news of his 
talks with Quraysh. They said that the Muslims 
must go back to Madinah this year and then 
return for the Hajj the next year. Then they 
would be allowed to stay for three days in 
Makkah. Then the Prophet, may Allah bless him 
and grant him peace, met with some men of 
Quraysh and made an agreement with them. 
This was known as the agreement of 
Hudaybiyah. It was accepted by both sides. 
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Uthman ibn Affan 


Later, Uthman had a very important role in 
supplying the Muslims with weapons and sup- 
plies. That was when they went to face the Ro- 
mans in Palestine. Some of the Arab tribes joined 
the people of Madinah so the army was very 
large. It would take a lot to supply such a large 
number of men. Uthman gave three hundred 
camels and one thousand dirhams and some 
gold. He put the coins in the Prophet’s hands, 
may Allah bless him and grant him peace, for 
him to buy weapons. The Prophet, may Allah 
bless him and grant him peace, was very affected 
by that and told him that Allah had forgiven 
whatever else he would do afterwards. 

When later his second wife Umm Kulthum died 
the Prophet, may Allah bless him and grant him 
peace, said that if he had another daughter he 
would marry her to Uthman but he had no more. 

The Prophet Muhammad, may Allah bless him 
and grant him peace, described Uthman asa 
most modest and truthful man. One day the 
Prophet Muhammad, may Allah bless him and 
grant him peace, was sitting with his clothing 
drawn up a little exposing a part of his leg. Abu 
Bakr asked permission to enter and came in and 
sat down. Then Umar asked permission to enter 
and came in and sat down. Then Uthman came 
and asked to see the Prophet. The Prophet, may 
Allah bless him and grant him peace, loosened 
his clothing in order to cover the little bit of his 
leg that was showing. Then he told Uthman to 
come in. When they had all left, Aishah asked 
him the reason for what he had done. He said 
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Uthman as a Companion of the Prophet 


that even the angels feel shy in the presences of 
Uthman. 

When the Prophet, may Allah bless him and 
grant him peace, conquered Makkah, he forgave 
all of Quraysh, except for those who had been 
Muslims and returned to disbelief. One of those 
was Abdul lah ibn Abi Sarh, Uthman’s half 
brother, who both had suckled at the breast of 
the same mother. The Prophet Muhammad, may 
Allah bless him and grant him peace, had or- 
dered that he be killed because he had been one 
of those who had written the Qur’an when it was 
revealed. Abdullah fled to Uthman. Uthman took 
him to the Prophet and asked his forgiveness. As 
the Prophet, may Allah bless him and grant him 
peace, loved Uthman, he agreed to forgive him. 

Uthman had no specific role as an adviser 
concerning war or other matters. He was known 
for his great love of reciting the Qur'an. When the 
Prophet, may Allah bless him and grant him 
peace, lay dying, he asked to see Uthman. When 
Uthman entered, the Prophet Muhammad, may 
Allah bless him and grant him peace, asked him 
to come close and told him something in his ear 
secretly. He asked him if he understood what he 
had told him, and Uthman told him that he had. 


Uthman in the Company 
of Abu Bakr and Umar 


en the Prophet, may Allah bless 
him and grant him peace, died, 
Abu Bakr was chosen as the first 
khalifah or leader of the Muslim 
community. Uthman was one of 
his advisers. Abu Bakr wanted to begin the jihad 
against the Romans in Syria. So he asked the 
Muslims about the way of doing that. They all 
disagreed about the way. When it came the turn 
for Uthman to speak, he said that Abu Bakr was a 
wise man so if he saw good for the benefit of Islam 
and the Muslims then it must be so. The Muslims 
agreed with what Uthman said and so they made 
jihad against Syria. 
Uthman was not like other merchants. One 
day, Abd ar-Rahman ibn Auf was with him, when 
he was intending to buy some land. Uthman 
argued about the price. When they had agreed a 
price, Uthman paid the seller and then gave him 
an extra ten thousand dirhams. Then he told Abd 
ar-Rahman that he had heard the Prophet, may 
Allah bless him and grant him peace, saying that 
Allah would reward a man with Paradise because 
he was faithful in his trading and feared Allah. 
The Muslims suffered famine in Abu Bakr’s 
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Uthman as a Companion of the Prophet 


that even the angels feel shy in the presences of 
Uthman. 

When the Prophet, may Allah bless him and 
grant him peace, conquered Makkah, he forgave 
all of Quraysh, except for those who had been 
Muslims and returned to disbelief. One of those 
was Abdul lah ibn Abi Sarh, Uthman’s half 
brother, who both had suckled at the breast of 
the same mother. The Prophet Muhammad, may 
Allah bless him and grant him peace, had or- 
dered that he be killed because he had been one 
of those who had written the Qur’an when it was 
revealed. Abdullah fled to Uthman. Uthman took 
him to the Prophet and asked his forgiveness. As 
the Prophet, may Allah bless him and grant him 
peace, loved Uthman, he agreed to forgive him. 

Uthman had no specific role as an adviser 
concerning war or other matters. He was known 
for his great love of reciting the Qur’an. When the 
Prophet, may Allah bless him and grant him 
peace, lay dying, he asked to see Uthman. When 
Uthman entered, the Prophet Muhammad, may 

Allah bless him and grant him peace, asked him 
to come close and told him something in his ear 
secretly. He asked him if he understood what he 
had told him, and Uthman told him that he had. 


Uthman in the Company 
of Abu Bakr and Umar 


en the Prophet, may Allah bless 
him and grant him peace, died, 
Abu Bakr was chosen as the first 
khalifah or leader of the Muslim 
community. Uthman was one of 
his advisers. Abu Bakr wanted to begin the jihad 
against the Romans in Syria. So he asked the 
Muslims about the way of doing that. They all 
disagreed about the way. When it came the turn 
for Uthman to speak, he said that Abu Bakr was a 
wise man so if he saw good for the benefit of Islam 
and the Muslims then it must be so. The Muslims 
agreed with what Uthman said and so they made 
jihad against Syria. 
Uthman was not like other merchants. One 
day, Abd ar-Rahman ibn Auf was with him, when 
he was intending to buy some land. Uthman 
argued about the price. When they had agreed a 
price, Uthman paid the seller and then gave him 
an extra ten thousand dirhams. Then he told Abd 
ar-Rahman that he had heard the Prophet, may 
Allah bless him and grant him peace, saying that 
Allah would reward a man with Paradise because 
he was faithful in his trading and feared Allah. 
The Muslims suffered famine in Abu Bakr’s 


time. Then a caravan of Uthman’s, which had one 
thousand camels bearing food, arrived in Madi- 
nah. The merchants hurried to buy the food from 
Uthman in order to sell it to people for a profit. 
They started to bid but Uthman refused them all. 
He asked, “Who can offer me ten times as many 
dirhams as the value of the caravan in profit?” 
No-one could do that. He then said that Allah 
would reward him ten times over for every dirham 
that he spent for His sake. He gave all the cara- 
van full of food to the hungry people of Madinah. 

When Abu Bakr was dying, he called Uthman 
to write a letter announcing the next khalifah. 
While Uthman was writing, Abu Bakr lost con- 
sciousness without saying the name of the man 
he would make the next khalifah. Uthman wrote 
the name of Umar ibn al-Khattab. When he 
awoke, Abu Bakr asked Uthman to read what he 
had written. Uthman read out that Abu Bakr 
appointed Umar as the next khalifah. When Abu 
Bakr learnt that Uthman had written Umar’s 
name and not his own name, he said, “Allahu 
Akbar! Even if you had written your own name, 
you would have been worthy of it.” 

Then Abu Bakr asked Uthman what he thought 
about Umar. Uthman said that Umar was a brave 
and wise Muslim, even though he was a little 
severe. When the people swore to obey Umar as 
the second khalifah, Uthman was the first man 
to promise to obey him. 

Umar used to always ask him his views. They 
agreed and disagreed about different things, yet 
they were always close to each other. The thing 
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which they disagreed about was when the people 
of Al-Quds (Jerusalem) asked Umar to come to 
make a treaty with them. Most Musli ms disa- 
greed about his going there but Ali agreed that 
Umar should go. Ali thought that it was better to 
enter Al-Quds peacefully than in war. He also 
disagreed with Amr ibn al-As when he wanted to 
conquer Egypt in his period as khalifah. Umar 
loved Uthman even when they disagreed. 
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time. Then a caravan of Uthman’s, which had one 
thousand camels bearing food, arrived in Madi- 
nah. The merchants hurried to buy the food from 
Uthman in order to sell it to people for a profit. 
They started to bid but Uthman refused them all. 
He asked, “Who can offer me ten times as many 
dirhams as the value of the caravan in profit?” 
No-one could do that. He then said that Allah 
would reward him ten times over for every dirham 
that he spent for His sake. He gave all the cara- 
van full of food to the hungry people of Madinah. 

When Abu Bakr was dying, he called Uthman 
to write a letter announcing the next khalifah. 
While Uthman was writing, Abu Bakr lost con- 
sciousness without saying the name of the man 
he would make the next khalifah. Uthman wrote 
the name of Umar ibn al-Khattab. When he 
awoke, Abu Bakr asked Uthman to read what he 
had written. Uthman read out that Abu Bakr 
appointed Umar as the next khalifah. When Abu 
Bakr learnt that Uthman had written Umar’s 
name and not his own name, he said, “Allahu 
Akbar! Even if you had written your own name, 
you would have been worthy of it.” 

Then Abu Bakr asked Uthman what he thought 
about Umar. Uthman said that Umar was a brave 
and wise Muslim, even though he was a little 
severe. When the people swore to obey Umar as 
the second khalifah, Uthman was the first man 
to promise to obey him. 

Umar used to always ask him his views. They 
agreed and disagreed about different things, yet 
they were always close to each other. The thing 
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Uthman ibn Affan 


Who is the Next Khalifah? 


en Umar was dying, he didn’t 

decide who would be the next 

khalifah. When the doctor came 

to him and saw that he was dy- 

ing, he advised him to appoint 
the next khalifah. Umar said that the next 
khalilfah should be a better man than him. When 
people asked him to appoint his son, he refused 
very definitely. But he ordered that the khalifah 
should be chosen from among the six with whom 
the Prophet, may Allah bless him and grant him 
peace, was pleased when he died. They were 
Uthman, Ali ibn Abi Talib, Talha ibn Ubaidillah, 
az-Zubayr ibn al-Awwam, Abd ar-Rahman ibn 
Auf and Sa’d ibn Abi Waqgas. Umar was unde- 
cided but he was sure that he couldn't leave it 
without a solution. He had seen what had hap- 
pened when the Prophet, may Allah bless him 
and grant him peace, had died. The Ansar and 
Muhajirun had quarrelled about who would be 
the first khalifah of the Muslims. 

Umar asked Abu Talha al-Ansari to be his 
witness after him that those six men should not 
quarrel and that they had three days to decide 
which one of them should be the next khalifah. 
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Umar told Abu Talha that if five of them agreed 
on choosing a khalifah and one person disagreed, 
then kill that person. He said that if four of them 
agreed and two disagreed then kill the two who 
disagreed. He said that so that there would be no 
divisions among the Muslims. Then he said that 
if three agreed and three didn’t, then they should 
ask Abdullah ibn Umar, his son, to decide. If they 
didn’t like his decision then they should choose 
the khalifah which the group chose in which Abd 
ar-Rahman ibn Auf was in. 


Who is the Next Khalifah? 


en Umar was dying, he didn’t 
decide who would be the next 
khalifah. When the doctor came 
to him and saw that he was dy- Se 
ing, he advised him to appoint 
the next khalifah. Umar said that the next 
khalilfah should be a better man than him. When 
people asked him to appoint his son, he refused 9 
very definitely. But he ordered that the khalifah @) 
should be chosen from among the six with whom % 
the Prophet, may Allah bless him and grant him : 
peace, was pleased when he died. They were 
Uthman, Ali ibn Abi Talib, Talha ibn Ubaidillah, 
az-Zubayr ibn al-Awwam, Abd ar-Rahman ibn 
Auf and Sa’d ibn Abi Waqqas. Umar was unde- 
cided but he was sure that he couldn't leave it 
without a solution. He had seen what had hap- 
pened when the Prophet, may Allah bless him 
and grant him peace, had died. The Ansar and 
Muhajirun had quarrelled about who would be 
the first khalifah of the Muslims. 
Umar asked Abu Talha al-Ansari to be his 
witness after him that those six men should not 
quarrel and that they had three days to decide (e. 
which one of them should be the next khalifah. 4 
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The Kindness and Nobility 
of Uthman 


en Umar died, the six compan- 
ions came to the decision that 
Uthman ibn Affan should be the 
next khalifah. Uthman immedi- 
ately started to write letters to 
the leaders of the Muslim fighting men which 
said: 


“You are the protectors of Islam from the 
attacks of enemies. Umar gave some orders 
which I know about. In fact, he took my ad- 
vice about them before giving them. So be 
careful, because I don’t want to hear that 
anybody disobeys them. If you do that, I will 
replace you with someone better than you. 
You should always be careful of your behav- 
iour. I will keep a watch over what Allah has 
entrusted to my care.” 


Then he wrote to the zakah collectors: 


“Allah has created everything fairly and 
justly. He only accepts what is right and just. 
Give what is right and take what is right. 
Trust produces trust. Follow this strictly and 
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He kept the governors that Umar had ap- 
pointed in the cities such as Makkah, Ta’if, Kufa, 
and the cities of Egypt, Syria and Palestine. Uth- 
man increased the amount of welfare that was 
given to poor Muslims. He had no reason for that 
except that he was generous. Uthman’s policy of 
increasing the donations to poor Muslims was a 
major change from Umar’s way. Umar preferred 
to keep the bayt al-mal (the place where the 
zakah was kept) strong. The reason might be that 
Uthman saw that there was much more wealth 
than at Umar’s time. Uthman may have thought 
that doing so would make him closer to the Mus- 
lims. But this policy of Uthman’s was one of the 
reasons for the problems which occurred later. 
This kindness of Uthman was surrounded by 
danger. 

People at first liked Uthman’s policy more thar 
Umar’s. Uthman’s decision to increase the 
amounts given to the Muslims was followed by 
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2 He advised them how to rule, to fear Allah, take 
yy care of the Muslims and not mistreat the Chris- 
G tians and the Jews. Finally, he said that peace is 
i better than war. The principles that Uthman 

b ) followed are the same as Allah mentions in His 
er Noble Book. They were practised by the Prophet, 
ia may Allah bless him and grant him peace, Abu 
y. Bakr and Umar. 
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The Kindness and Nobility of Uthman 


ant one. He ordered the rulers of 
‘eg which had been conquered to gather 


and send it to the bayt al-mal in Madi- 
a pee e ordered that great meals should be 


to the needy Muslims each day in Ram- 
da silver dirham for each Muslim and 
dirhams for each wife of the Prophet, may 
ate pless him and grant him peace. He ordered 
that great gifts should be given to the Compan- 
ions, in addition to what they already received. 
He gave az-Zubayr ibn al-Awwam six hundred 
thousand dirhams. One of his most important 
decisions was to allow some of the Companions 
to leave Madinah. Some of them went to con- 
quered lands such as Syria or the city of Kufa. 
Umar had refused to let them leave because if 
they had become involved in trading they might 
become extremely wealthy and become independ- 
ent. Uthman also allowed the Companions to buy 
and sell land in Madinah and elsewhere. People 
felt happy with all of these decisions, but no-one 
knew the effect they would have later. 


another jmport 


qadan, an 


J 


i ae VS 
LORS 


SN 


AN —— 
(a —$C 
C 


eT 
YG 
SLND his 


ry SO 
=) 


a Sa Awe 


SS ee oe eo BO aa 


A A 
ay —~) pn oe et ‘ —{ 4) 
RS~ KOR SDL Yoffa 


The Kindness and Nobility of Uthman 


nt one. He ordered the rulers of 

another ae had been conquered to gather 
con a and send it to the bayt al-mal in Madi- 
the en, en he ordered that great meals should be 

ap d to the needy Muslims each day in Ram- 
eo and a silver dirham for each Muslim and 
see hams for each wife of the Prophet, may 
ee, bless him and grant him peace. He ordered 
ae great gifts should be given to the Compan- 
jons, in addition to what they already received. 
He gave az-Zubayt ibn al-Awwam six hundred 
thousand dirhams. One of his most important 
decisions was to allow some of the Companions 
to leave Madinah. Some of them went to con- 
quered lands such as Syria or the city of Kufa. 
Umar had refused to let them leave because if 
they had become involved in trading they might 
become extremely wealthy and become independ- 
ent. Uthman also allowed the Companions to buy 
and sell land in Madinah and elsewhere. People 
felt happy with all of these decisions, but no-one 
knew the effect they would have later. 


War On Sea and Land 


t was not unusual that those countries 
which had been conquered by the Muslims 
should revolt against them no matter what 
benefits the Muslims had brought them. 
The Muslims of Madinah and Makkah had a 
different religion, culture and tradition from the 
people of those countries. 
The revolution in Uthman’s time was not the 
first to occur. It had happened in Umar’s time 
but the Muslims had been able to put a stop to 


them. Azerbaijan, with its neighbours, was one of 


the most recent countries the Muslims had con- 
quered. They had done that under the leadership 
of Abd ar-Rahman ibn Rabi’ah. Abd ar-Rahman 
had decided to conquer the Turks but they took 
refuge in the mountains. As he prepared the 
army for attack he heard that Umar, may Allah 
be pleased with him, was dead, and so he had to 
stop. When Uthman became khalifah he ordered 
Abd ar-Rahman to continue what he has doing. 
Uthman sent al-Walid ibn Uqbah to stop the 
revolution which had begun in Azerbaijan. Al- 
Walid was able to do that when Uthman supplied 
him with forty thousand soldiers. Uthman asked 
him to protect the borders of the Islamic commu- 
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nity as much as possible. Uthman created a 
great army which included al-Hasan, al-Hussain 
(the two sons of Ali ibn Abi Talib), Abdullah ibn 
al-Abbas and az-Zubayr ibn al-Awwam. This 
army did great things for the sake of Allah and 
for the spread of Islam. 

Muawiyyah ibn Abi Sufyan had established a 
great navy to fight the Byzantines. He also asked 
for help as they approached to fight the Muslims. 
Uthman sent a message asking al-Walid ibn 
Ugbah to prepare an army to help their brothers 
in Syria. Then an army of eight thousand Mus- 
lims had marched to Syria, led by Salman ibn 
Abi Rabiah, and had defeated the Roman army. 
The Romans said that if the Muslims defeated 
them on land, they couldn’t do that on sea. So 
they prepared a very big fleet to attack Alexan- 
dria from where they could enter Egypt. 

Constantine the Second liked this plan, as the 
Muslims had not even a single ship in the Medi- 
terranean Sea. The Romans’ fleet consisted of 
three thousand ships and huge numbers of sol- 
diers with their weapons. They made their way to 
Alexandria. Amr ibn al-As was clever. He refused 
to consider the plan of the man who suggested to 
go and fight them. He preferred that they stay 
where they were. Amr thought that when they 
allowed the Romans to enter Egypt they would 
treat the people badly and so they would hate 
them. That would be a great key for victory. Soon 
the battle started and the two sides met each 
other. The Muslims’ army, under the command of 
Amr ibn al-As, was about fifteen thousand men. 
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War On Sea and Land 


t was not unusual that those countries 

which had been conquered by the Muslims 

should revolt against them no matter what 

benefits the Muslims had brought them. 

The Muslims of Madinah and Makkah had a 
different religion, culture and tradition from the 
people of those countries. 

The revolution in Uthman’s time was not the 
first to occur. It had happened in Umar’s time 
but the Muslims had been able to put a stop to 
them. Azerbaijan, with its neighbours, was one of 
the most recent countries the Muslims had con- 
quered. They had done that under the leadership 
of Abd ar-Rahman ibn Rabi’ah. Abd ar-Rahman 
had decided to conquer the Turks but they took 
refuge in the mountains. As he prepared the 
army for attack he heard that Umar, may Allah 
be pleased with him, was dead, and so he had to 
stop. When Uthman became khalifah he ordered 
y Abd ar-Rahman to continue what he has doing. 

) Uthman sent al-Walid ibn Uqbah to stop the 
revolution which had begun in Azerbaijan. Al- 
Walid was able to do that when Uthman supplied 
him with forty thousand soldiers. Uthman asked 
him to protect the borders of the Islamic commu- 
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Uthman sent a message asking al-Walid ibn 
Ugbah to prepare an army to help their brothers 
in Syria. Then an army of eight thousand Mus- 
lims had marched to Syria, led by Salman ibn 
Abi Rabiah, and had defeated the Roman army. 
The Romans said that if the Muslims defeated 
them on land, they couldn't do that on sea. So 
they prepared a very big fleet to attack Alexan- 
dria from where they could enter Egypt. 
Constantine the Second liked this plan, as the 
Muslims had not even a single ship in the Medi- 
terranean Sea. The Romans’ fleet consisted of 
three thousand ships and huge numbers of sol- 
diers with their weapons. They made their way to 
Alexandria. Amr ibn al-As was clever. He refused 
to consider the plan of the man who suggested to 
go and fight them. He preferred that they stay 
where they were. Amr thought that when they 
allowed the Romans to enter Egypt they would 
treat the people badly and so they would hate 
them. That would be a great key for victory. Soon 
the battle started and the two sides met each 
other. The Muslims’ army, under the command of 
Amr ibn al-As, was about fifteen thousand men. 


Uthman ibn Affan 


The Roman army under, the command of 
Manuwal, were almost one hundred thousand 
soldiers. As the fires of battle increased, one of 
the brave Muslim warriors was killed after he 
had killed a large number of enemy soldiers. Amr 
himself carried him from the battlefield and bur- 
ied him. Then he returned to the battle. The 
Roman army couldn't withstand the strong fight- 
ing of the Muslims so they fled to Alexandria. But 
the Muslims conquered the city again. Manuwal 
was killed, most of his army fled and the rest 
were taken prisoner. In that place Amr built a 
mosque which he called ar-Rahmah (Mercy). 

Not much later Uthman removed him from com- 
mand and appointed his own half-brother Ibn Abi 
Sarh in his place. Abdullah ibn Ani Sarh wanted 
to continue his conquest of Africa, so Uthman 
gave him permission to do so. He also sent a sup- 
porting army under the command of Abdullah ibn 
az-Zubayr. As Abdullah reached them he found 
that the Muslim army and the enemy were already 
engaged in battle. Ibn az-Zubayr was surprised to 
find that Ibn Abi Sarh was not fighting. His excuse 
was the commander of the Roman army had of- 

fered a big reward to anyone who could kill him. 
Abdullah ibn az-Zubayr advised him to offer a big 
reward to whoever would kill the commander of 
the Roman army. Ibn az-Zubayr divided the army 
into two halfs each of which fought for half a day 
allowing the other to rest. By this plan the Mus- 
lims won the battle and forced the Roman army to 
flee after the Muslims had taken a huge amount 
of booty. The Muslims were angry with Ibn Abi 
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2) Sarh because they thought that he took from the 

N booty more than he was allowed. They complained 
‘ about him to Uthman, may Allah be pleased with 
him. 

In Uthman’s time, the Muslim community 
widened to include the North African coast, the 
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The Roman army under, the command of 
Manuwal, were almost one hundred thousand 
soldiers. As the fires of battle increased, one of 


the brave Muslim warriors was killed after he y) 
had killed a large number of enemy soldiers. Amr - 
himself carried him from the battlefield and bur- SS 


ied him. Then he returned to the battle. The 
Roman army couldn't withstand the strong fight- 
ing of the Muslims so they fled to Alexandria. But ) 
the Muslims conquered the city again. Manuwal (ay 
was killed, most of his army fled and the rest 
were taken prisoner. In that place Amr built a y 
mosque which he called ar-Rahmah (Mercy). x 
Not much later Uthman removed him from com- 

mand and appointed his own half-brother Ibn Abi 
Sarh in his place. Abdullah ibn Ani Sarh wanted Dy 
to continue his conquest of Africa, so Uthman YN 
gave him permission to do so. He also sent a sup- Al 
porting army under the command of Abdullah ibn ry 
az-Zubayr. As Abdullah reached them he found 

that the Muslim army and the enemy were already 
engaged in battle. Ibn az-Zubayr was surprised to 

find that Ibn Abi Sarh was not fighting. His excuse 

was the commander of the Roman army had of- 

fered a big reward to anyone who could kill him. 

Abdullah ibn az-Zubayr advised him to offer a big 

reward to whoever would kill the commander of 

the Roman army. Ibn az-Zubayr divided the army 

into two halfs each of which fought for half a day 

allowing the other to rest. By this plan the Mus- 

lims won the battle and forced the Roman army to 

flee after the Muslims had taken a huge amount 

of booty. The Muslims were angry with Ibn Abi 
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Sarh because they thought that he took from the 
booty more than he was allowed. They complained 
about him to Uthman, may Allah be pleased with 
him. 

In Uthman’s time, the Muslim community 
widened to include the North African coast, the 
island of Cyprus, and Armenia. Two strong fleets 
were established during Uthman’s time. One was 
under Ibn Abi Sarh and the other under 
Muawiyyah. They were to defeat the Roman navy 
under the command of Constantine. In the year 
34 AH, the Muslims defeated the Romans ata 


battle called as-Sawari. 


IL A te 
1G ee 


7? 
CF of. 


SRA 


| 
aie 


OT ewe Aveo 
Sa 


t 


Oss 


PUSS 


co 


OS 
Q 


TSF NSIC KRU BIO I—-—> 


{ 
\ 
} 


Ama A 
Sahat )s = 
<4) 
Qs 
re 
OU 


The Sad Ending 


e first five years of Uthman’s era were 
years of happiness. People were well 
pleased with their khalifah. They felt 
safe because the Byzantine Romans 
had been defeated. But Uthman began 

to change the governors of the cities and coun- 
tries who had been appointed by Umar. He was 
engaged gathering a correct edition of the Qur'an. 
And so people started to complain and cause 
interna trouble. 

One of the most important achievements of 
Uthman’s time was his organising and writing 
the Qur’an and sending it to all the Muslim 
lands, although the Qur’an was gathered to- 
gether in Abu Bakr’s time, may Allah be pleased 
with him. Umar ibn al-Khattab, may Allah be 
pleased with him, advised the first khalifah to 
gather together and write the Qur’an as many of 
those who memorised it were being killed in bat- 
tles. At first Abu Bakr refused to do something 
that the Prophet Muhammad, may Allah bless 
him and grant him peace, had not done. Umar 
tried to persuade Abu Bakr by saying that they 

might totally lose the Qur'an because some of 
those who had memorised it had been been killed 
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The Sad Ending 
in the way of Allah. Abu Bakr agreed then, and 
when the final copy was written it was kept with 
Hafsah bint Umar, may Allah be pleased with 
her. What made Uthman publish a correct edi- 
tion of the Qur'an was that the borders of the 
Muslim community had widened so much that 
each great city needed a copy as a reference to 
check spellings, or anything about which they 
might differ. 

Uthman sent for the copy which Hafsah had 
and he told Zaid ibn Thabit, Abdullah ibn az- 
Zubayr, Said ibn al-As and Abd ar-Rahman ibn 
al-Harith ibn Hisham to may copies of it. Uthman 
reviewed and gave it to some of the Companions 
to check. The final correct copy is known as the 
“Uthmani edition”. Uthman then ordered that all 
other copies should be burnt. The copies which 
were written on pieces of leather or bone were 
buried between the Prophet's tomb and his 
mimbar in the mosque. This action added to his 
stature a great deal. He sent a copy to each 
country to be kept there in safe places where all 
could have access to them. However, his great 
work was exploited by those who were opposing 
him. They accused him of “burning the Qur'an”. 
Ali ibn Abi Talib advised them to have more fear 
of Allah and not accuse him of that. He added 
that he himself would have done the same thing 
that Uthman had done, if he had been in his 
position. 

Uthman also refurbished the Prophet's 
mosque in Madinah. People had complained that 
the mosque was small and insufficient for the 
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e first five years of Uthman’s era were 
years of happiness. People were well 
pleased with their khalifah. They felt 
safe because the Byzantine Romans 
had been defeated. But Uthman began 

to change the governors of the cities and coun- 
tries who had been appointed by Umar. He was 


And so people started to complain and cause 
interna trouble. 

One of the most important achievements of 
Uthman’s time was his organising and writing 
the Qur'an and sending it to all the Muslim 
lands, although the Qur’an was gathered to- 
gether in Abu Bakr’s time, may Allah be pleased 
with him. Umar ibn al-Khattab, may Allah be 
pleased with him, advised the first khalifah to 
gather together and write the Qur'an as many of 
those who memorised it were being killed in bat- 

tles. At first Abu Bakr refused to do something 
that the Prophet Muhammad, may Allah bless 
him and grant him peace, had not done. Umar 
tried to persuade Abu Bakr by saying that they 
might totally lose the Qur’an because some of 
those who had memorised it had been been killed 


engaged gathering a correct edition of the Qur'an. 
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The Sad Ending 
in the way of Allah. Abu Bakr agreed then, and 
when the final copy was written it was kept with 
Hafsah bint Umar, may Allah be pleased with 
her. What made Uthman publish a correct edi- 
tion of the Qur’an was that the borders of the 
Muslim community had widened so much that SS 
each great city needed a copy as a reference to 2 
check spellings, or anything about which they 
might differ. 
Uthman sent for the copy which Hafsah had 
and he told Zaid ibn Thabit, Abdullah ibn az- xs 
Zubayr, Said ibn al-As and Abd ar-Rahman ibn & 
al-Harith ibn Hisham to may copies of it. Uthman 1G 
reviewed and gave it to some of the Companions 
to check. The final correct copy is known as the 
“Uthmani edition”. Uthman then ordered that all 
other copies should be burnt. The copies which 
were written on pieces of leather or bone were 
buried between the Prophet’s tomb and his 
mimbar in the mosque. This action added to his 
stature a great deal. He sent a copy to each 
country to be kept there in safe places where all 
could have access to them. However, his great 
work was exploited by those who were opposing 
him. They accused him of “burning the Qur'an”. 
Ali ibn Abi Talib advised them to have more fear 
of Allah and not accuse him of that. He added 
that he himself would have done the same thing 
that Uthman had done, if he had been in his 
position. 
Uthman also refurbished the Prophet's 
mosque in Madinah. People had complained that 
the mosque was small and insufficient for the 
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increasing number of Muslims. 
In spite of all these good deeds, Uthman faced 
opposition from rioters and troublemakers from 
Kufa and other cities. There were a number of 
reasons for that. First, it was because of his sim- : 
ple administration. Second, because he had 
changed some of the governors who had gov- 
erned in Umar’s time. Third, there was a Jew 
from the Yemen, called Abdullah ibn Saba, who 
declared his Islam in Uthman’s time. He then 
said that each prophet had left a relative as 
khalifah after him. He said that Ali should be 
that khalifah. Abdullah ibn Saba went to Kufa, 
Syria and Egypt to spread his ideas and to make 
trouble. Although rioters surrounded Uthman’s 
house, he continued to go to the mosque and 
lead the prayer. Uthman was murdered on Fri- 
day, 8th Dhu'l-Hijjah, 35 AH (656 CE). With his 
death, the Muslims lost one of the most impor- 
tant of the khalifahs, a ruler who was known for 
his simplicity and kindness. 
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